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DONATE TO AYC
HELP SUPPORT AYC’S FREE IN-LANGUAGE

WORK IN THE COMMUNITY AT

AYCLA.ORG/DONATE
ZELLE: @AYC100
VENMO: @ASIANYOUTHCENTER-AYC

SILENT AUCTION BIDDING CLOSES AT 8:30 PM. ITEM PAYMENT AND
PICKUP WILL BEGIN AFTER CONCLUSION OF PROGRAM.

SILENT AUCTION

FUN & UNIQUE ITEMS LIKE...

IN-IN-OUT GIFT CARDS AND MERCH
THAT YOU CAN’T BUY IN STORE

WHALE WATCHING & WHEELS IN
NEWPORT 

. . .  AND SO MUCH MORE!

https://aycla.org/donate
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GET TO KNOW AYC

ABOUT AYC

The Asian Youth Center (AYC) exists to empower low-income, immigrant, and at risk youth and
families of all communities to overcome barriers to success through culturally and linguistically
competent education, employment, and social services. 
 
AYC, formerly known as Asian Youth Project, was founded in 1989 by the San Gabriel Valley Task
Force of United Way to meet the social service and health needs of Asian immigrant youth and
families in the San Gabriel Valley. AYC's founding members include May L. To, the first Executive
Director, and Dr. Judy Chu, the first Board President. In the last thirty years, AYC has expanded
its scope to serve non-Asian youth and families as well, with culturally appropriate services in
Cantonese, Mandarin, Vietnamese, Spanish, and English. 
 
AYC provides services throughout all of Los Angeles County with an emphasis in the San Gabriel
Valley and the Antelope Valley. Our offices are in San Gabriel and Lancaster.

WHO WE SERVE

Last year, AYC served 3,290 unduplicated individuals with services and reached more than
25,451 community members through community outreach and education and 142 volunteers.
Seventy percent (70%) of individuals served lived in verified low-income households, while an
additional 20% (for a total of 90%) were estimated based on school districts to be low-income. 
  
Of those individuals served, 60% were youth (ages 0-24), and 40% were adults. Of the 1,962-
youth served, 1% were ages 0-5, 13% were ages 6-11 (elementary school), 17% were ages 12-13
(middle school), 63% were ages 14-18, and 6% were ages 19-24. Thirty-seven percent (37%) of
youth were male, 53% were female, 1% were other (including non-binary), 8% declined to state,
and 1% were unknown. 

Of the 1,962 youth served last year, 67% were assessed as at-risk, 3% were on probation, 1% were
in foster care, and 1% were homeless. Youth are considered “at-risk” when they have been
assessed with multiple risk factors that may include being from a low-income family, living in a
high-crime or gang-identified neighborhood, failing in school, learning English as a second
language, and being a first-generation immigrant (documented or not). 
  
Fifty-one percent (51%) of all people served identified as Asian Pacific Islander, while 25%
identified as Latinx or Hispanic, 5% as African American, 3% as Caucasian, 2% as mixed race, 1%
as another race or ethnicity, 12% declined to state, and 1% were unknown. Forty-five percent
(45%) of individuals receiving services spoke English, 35% spoke Chinese (Mandarin or
Cantonese), 14% spoke Spanish, 5% spoke Vietnamese, and 1% spoke another language including:
Arabic, Batak, Burmese, Hebrew, Hoiping, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Persian, Tagalog,
Teochew, and Toisanese.

Of the 1,962 youth served last year, 67% were
assessed as at-risk, 3% were on probation, 1%
were in foster care, and 1% were homeless.
Youth are considered “at-risk” when they have
been assessed with multiple risk factors that
may include being from a low-income family,
living in a high-crime or gang-identified
neighborhood, failing in school, learning English 

90% in verified or estimated
low-income households 

3,290 Unduplicated Individuals

60% 
Youth

40%
Adult

Youth (0-24 years old)
Adult (25+ years old)



GET TO KNOW AYC

Geographically, 10% of services were provided in the Fifth Supervisorial District (1% in the San
Gabriel Valley and 9% in the Antelope Valley). Eighty percent (80%) of services were provided in
Supervisorial District One (13% in East Los Angeles and 67% in the El Monte/Pomona side of the
District), and 1% of services were provided in Supervisorial District Two (South Los Angeles). Six
percent (6%) of services were provided in Supervisorial District Three; 1% were provided in
Supervisorial District Four, 1% outside of Los Angeles County and 1% unknown.

OUR PROGRAMS

AYC’s programs are divided into five departments: 1) Educational Enrichment Services; 2)
Emergency Food Program; 3) Youth & Family Services (YFS); 4) Employment Services; and 5)
Community Outreach & Engagement.  
  
Educational Enrichment Services (EES) provides low-income and immigrant youth ages 5-18 with
after-school and summer school programming, including Youth and Parent Leadership
Development (YPLD) services in middle and high school Dream Centers. Last year, EES served
1,867 unduplicated youth in elementary, middle, and high schools.  
   
Emergency Food Program provided 130,050 meals to 431 unduplicated households with
groceries and perishable items such as fresh produce, meat, grains, and dairy products as well as
diapers, baby formula, PPE, and other essentials to help supplement basic needs.  
   
Youth & Family Services (YFS) programs are provided at schools, in juvenile facilities, community
partner sites, and in client homes to decrease recidivism and juvenile delinquency through
diversion, conflict resolution, social emotional learning, case management, and re-entry
services. YFS programs served 301 youth, parents, and adults, with post-tests demonstrating
significant increases in skills and self-esteem.  
   
Employment Services increases employment success among low-income youth ages 14-24. Last
year, 76 participated in skills development, career workshops, school enrollment, tutoring, and
opportunities to gain paid work experience.  
   
Community Outreach & Engagement reached 615 unduplicated individuals and made 122,531
contacts last year in Mandarin, Cantonese, Vietnamese, Spanish, and English through in-
language press coverage and community event outreach on a variety of topics, including
broadband access for low-income families and utility consumer education, addressing anti-Asian
hate, and emergency preparedness. 

1,867 youth received education and enrichment services

130,050 meals provided to community members in need

76 individuals connected to employment services and job support

122,531 in-language contacts made through community outreach and
education

301 individuals reported increased skills and self-esteem through youth and
family services

BECAUSE OF YOUR SUPPORT



True peace of mind comes from knowing your loved ones are cared for and your values
are protected. A legacy gift allows you to do both. 

Planned giving options include:
Wills or bequests of cash or real property
Appreciated stock
Donor-advised funds (DAF)
Life insurance policies
Retirement plans
Investment vehicles
Gifts of real estate

Benefits

Join the  Legacy Circle

When you join the Asian Youth Center (AYC) Legacy Circle with a planned gift, you can
reflect your philanthropic priorities and ensure your commitment to education and
positive youth development for generations while caring for your loved ones.

Securing Your Legacy by Investing in the Next Generation

Your Impact
When you include Asian Youth Center (AYC) in your estate planning, you are making an
investment in the education and positive youth development of the next generation,
helping and strengthening our communities for the future! 

Tax Benefits
A planned gift may offer valuable tax advantages while helping you create a lasting legacy
for the causes you care about.

Your legacy gift is an enduring expression of your values. Please visit www.aycla.org or
contact Michelle Freridge at 626-646-4855 or Exec@aycla.org for more information.



aycla.org     dev@aycla.org    310-628-4537

$1,000,000 Main Building 100 W. Clary Avenue, San Gabriel
The cornerstone of AYC’s services

$500,000 Administration Building 300 S. San Marino Avenue, San Gabriel
The nerve of our organization

$1,000,000 Antelope Valley Youth Center 43434 E. Sahuayo St., Lancaster
AYC’s newest facility

$100,000 Lobby Areas The entryways to our mission

$50,000 Youth Activity Rooms Where young people learn, grow and lead

$50,000 Community Classrooms Empowering families through education

$25,000 Offices and Conference Rooms Investing directly in those who serve

$10,000 Outdoor Courtyard and Garden Areas A peaceful space for reflection

Naming Opportunities to Make a Lasting Impact

Asian Youth Center (AYC)

For more than three decades, Asian Youth Center (AYC) has been a haven and
resource for low-income youth and families. AYC is a place where every young person can
learn, grow, and find opportunities. By naming a room or feature of our building, you create
a meaningful and permanent symbol of your belief in youth, community, and cultural pride.

Each naming opportunity includes a personalized plaque and recognition in AYC’s digital donor wall on our website.

Let’s Build the Future Together

Every gift helps AYC continue to provide
youth leadership programs, after-school
education, and family services to those
who need them most. Your generosity
ensures that the doors at AYC remain
open and filled with hope. You can help
build that future with a gift that carries
your name forward for generations.

To explore naming options or schedule a
personal tour, please contact Michelle
Freridge, Executive Director, at 626-646-
4855 or Exec@aycla.org
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(ALFA)

Stephen Arce
Vice President
Cathay Bank

Frank Feng, CPA
Superior Court of California
County of Los Angeles
Senior Accountant

Katherine Gorospe 
Strategic Data Analyst
IW Group Inc. 

Jorge Herrera Avila 
Councilman
San Gabriel City

Bonny Li
Commercial Property Manager
GE Property Management 

Florence Lin 
Community Member 

Damien Orozco
Founder
Xocial Gong LLC 

Alice Shyu 
Real Estate Broker
Pinnacle Real Estate Group

Vincent Shih, CPA
Nonprofit Consulting CFO
CliftonLarsonAllen 

Andrew Yam
President 
Garvey School District Board of
Education 



3 6 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  C E L E B R A T I O N
A N D  A W A R D S  D I N N E RDINNER COMMITTEE

Alice Shyu

DINNER CO-CHAIRS

Andrew Yam  

Bonnie Li  

Damien Orozco  

Frank Feng  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Katherine Gorospe  

Kenny Chung  

Lily Baba  

Marissa Castro-Salvati 

Carol Lee



Miriam  Aguilar 

Cinthia Alvarado 

Dean (Vivian) Alvarado 

Maria Atanacio Garcia 

Thu Aung 

Garlisha Baker 

Mimilanie Balino 

Eric Bell 

Brendon Calderon 

Jose Castro 

Tara Chu 

Diana Chung 

Breshana Clements 

Genesis Cruz 

Jessi Tierra-Mee Cruz 

Johanna Cuevas 

KhueDang Doan 

Khanh Dong 

Dominique Dowell 

Alyson Fan 

Rubyann Flordeliza 

Cristian Flores
 

Michelle Freridge 

Kiet Giang 

Mireya Gutierrez-Bernal 

Helen Hoang 

Christine Huang 

Cyanine Khan 

Bryan Kim 

Shuk Ming (Heidi) Lau 

Kristine Liang 

Anthony Lu 

Melissa Lucas 

Leslie Magana 

Kingston Moc 

Bertha Morales 

Vanessa Murillo 

Nhi Nham 

Jerica Orozco 

Xiadani Perez 

Ashley Reales 

Victoria Robles 

Michael Sanders 

Selena  Serrato 

Cindy Shihab 

Lauren Shinohara 

Robert Sterling 

Vinnie Ta 

Richard Toledo 

Boi Truong 

Tho Truong 

Connie Wu 

Anastasia Alexandria Yulo 

Jasmene Zepeda 

Jiaxin (Anna) Zhang 

AYC STAFF



BOARD PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

On behalf of the AYC Board of Directors, I am pleased to welcome you to AYC’s 37th Anniversary
Celebration and Awards Dinner, A Night of Culture and Compassion. Thank you for being here
tonight and, more importantly, for your continued support of AYC! 

AYC has come a long way since our founding in 1989 by Congresswoman Judy Chu and the late
May L. To. Today, AYC provides culturally and linguistically responsive education, employment,
and social services to low-income, immigrant, and at-risk youth, families, and seniors. 

Our theme this year, A Night of Culture and Compassion, reflects much of what makes AYC
special. We serve incredibly diverse communities, and we have learned over the years that
understanding and respecting people’s cultures, languages, and experiences matters. So does
compassion. It is what brings people together and inspires us to help one another. 

Last year, AYC served more than 3,290 people enrolled in our programs and reached more than
120,000 people through community outreach and engagement. We are proud of those numbers,
but we are even more proud of what they represent—the young people who found new
opportunities, the families who received help when they needed it, and the seniors and
community members who found resources, support, and connection. 

We could not do this work alone. I want to personally thank our staff, volunteers, Board and
Community Advisory Board members, community partners, donors, and friends. Many of you in
this room have supported AYC for years. Others are joining us for the first time tonight. We are
grateful to have all of you as part of the AYC community. 

Tonight, we are also proud to recognize The Honorable Sasha Perez, Becker Law Group,
Pasadena City College, Kaiser Permanente, and Frank Shyong. Each of our honorees has
contributed in meaningful ways to making our communities stronger. We are delighted to
celebrate them this evening. 

Most of all, I hope you enjoy yourselves tonight. Please visit the silent auction, take a photo in
front of the mural artwork created by our youth, reconnect with old friends, and make some new
ones. 

For 37 years, AYC has continued to grow and change along with the communities we serve. What
has remained constant is our commitment to helping people build better lives and stronger
communities. With your continued partnership, I know we can carry that work forward for many
years to come. 
Thank you for being here, and thank you for being part of AYC. 

Warmly, 

Elizabeth Yang 
President 
AYC Board of Directors 

DEAR FRIENDS,



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

I’m so happy to have all of you here tonight for AYC’s 37th Anniversary Celebration and Awards
Dinner—A Night of Culture and Compassion! 

Tonight is a chance to celebrate 37 years of AYC helping youth and families overcome challenges,
find opportunities, and build better futures. We’ve grown a lot since 1989, but one thing hasn’t
changed: we believe in people. We believe in meeting people where they are, respecting the
cultures and communities they come from, and being there when someone needs a little help
finding their way forward. 

That’s what A Night of Culture and Compassion is all about. 

AYC serves people from so many different cultures, languages, neighborhoods, and walks of life.
Tonight, we get to celebrate all of that diversity, and the generosity and kindness that bring us
together. 

And speaking of generosity, we have some people to thank! 

A huge thank you to all of our sponsors and community partners who make tonight, and so
much of AYC’s work throughout the year, possible. We truly could not do what we do without
you. 

I also want to give a big shout-out to our Dinner Committee Co-Chairs, Carol Lee and Alice Shyu,
our fantastic Dinner Committee, and our Board of Directors, led by President Elizabeth Yang.
They have put a tremendous amount of time, energy, and heart into making tonight special. 

And, of course, we are excited to celebrate our amazing honorees: The Honorable Sasha Perez,
Becker Law Group, Pasadena City College, Kaiser Permanente, and Frank Shyong. Thank you for
your leadership, your service, and everything you do for our communities. Tonight, we get to
celebrate you! 

Every person in this room is part of our community. Whether you’ve supported AYC for decades
or this is your very first AYC event, we’re really glad you’re here. 

Thank you for believing in our young people, our families, and our communities, and thank you
for helping us make the next 37 years just as exciting as the first. 

Now, let’s have a great night! 

With gratitude, 

Michelle Freridge 
Executive Director 

WELCOME EVERYONE!



PRESIDENT’S AWARD

Elected to represent the 25th Senate District in November 2024, Senator Sasha Renée Pérez has
been appointed to serve as the Chair of the Senate Education Committee. She also Chairs the
Budget Subcommittee No. 1 on Education. She also serves on the Senate Committees on
Budget, Emergency Management, Health, Human Services, Public Safety and the Joint
Committee on Arts. In addition, Senator Pérez served on an Affordability Working Group in 2025
to push forward an affordability plan aimed at improving the lives of working Californians and
seniors. 

Born and raised in Alhambra, her family has lived in the San Gabriel Valley for three generations.
Her father is an electrician and her mother is a social worker. After graduating from Mark Keppel
High School, Pérez became the first in her family to graduate from college, earning degrees in
Political Science and Economics from California State University, Los Angeles. 

In college, Pérez led a statewide campaign that successfully secured $97 million dollars to
increase college access and affordability for all California students. During the same time, she
was elected to her local neighborhood council and worked on issues such as neighborhood
beautification and transportation. 

Since graduating, Pérez has continued her work on pressing policy issues, led statewide
campaigns, and educated constituents from across California on how to effectively fight for
policies to improve their community. Over the last decade, she has played an important role in
passing historic legislation that increased healthcare access, expanded government
transparency, and provided protections for victims of violent crimes. 

In November 2020, Pérez was elected to Alhambra City Council and immediately sworn in as
Mayor, making her the youngest female mayor in San Gabriel Valley history and the youngest
Latina mayor to lead a city of more than 50,000 in California. 

Pérez continues to be an active community member volunteering her time at food banks and as
a board member to Asian Youth Center, a 501(c)(3) non-profit dedicated to empowering low-
income, immigrant, and at-risk youth. In her free time, she enjoys hiking, supporting local
restaurants, and attending music festivals. 

Senator Sasha Renée Pérez represents the 25th Senate District that includes the communities of
Glendale, Pasadena, Alhambra, Altadena, Arcadia, Claremont, Glendora, La Cañada Flintridge, La
Crescenta-Montrose, Monrovia, Monterey Park, Rosemead, San Gabriel, San Marino, Sierra
Madre, South Pasadena, Temple City, Fontana, Rancho Cucamonga, Upland, and San Antonio
Heights. 

Honorable Sasha Renée Pérez
25th Senate District
Award presented by:  El izabeth Yang,  AYC Board President



Todd B. Becker is a California mass tort and trial attorney who has spent nearly four decades representing
individuals, families and communities in complex, high-stakes litigation. As Founder and Senior Partner of
Becker Law Group, his practice focuses on mass torts and catastrophic-loss cases, including wildfire
litigation, toxic exposure and environmental contamination, institutional sexual abuse, wrongful death and
other matters involving widespread community harm.
 
Throughout his career, Becker has represented thousands of people affected by some of California’s most
consequential disasters and cases of institutional wrongdoing. Today, that work includes approximately
7,000 people affected by the Eaton Fire and approximately 3,000 people who have signed up in connection
with the Boyle Heights warehouse fire. His work in these communities extends beyond litigation to direct
engagement with residents, including community meetings, informational events and efforts to help
people understand their rights and options following a disaster.
 
Becker has represented clients in major matters arising from California wildfires, landfill and toxic chemical
contamination, institutional sexual abuse and other large-scale events. His experience includes a
significant role in litigation that resulted in a historic $4 billion settlement with Los Angeles County on
behalf of survivors of childhood sexual abuse, the largest settlement in the county’s history.
 
Becker has been repeatedly selected to Southern California Super Lawyers and named to the Los Angeles
Business Journal’s LA500, recognizing influential leaders in the Los Angeles business community. He is a
member of the Consumer Attorneys of California President’s Club and has served on the board of the
organization’s Political Action Committee.
 
Community service has also been a longstanding part of Becker’s career. He has served on the board of
Urban Compass, a Los Angeles nonprofit supporting children and families in underserved communities and
spent several years on the board of the Asian Youth Center, which provides education, employment and
social services to low-income, immigrant and at-risk youth and families. During his tenure with the Asian
Youth Center, Becker served as Second Vice President of the board.
 
Becker’s experience also extends internationally. He has lectured on international law and related topics at
the University of Southern California, Georgetown University, the China/U.S. Business Summit, the U.S.
Consulate, Sun Yat-sen University in Guangzhou, Tsinghua University in Beijing and Wuhan Business
University. Through decades of professional work and longstanding relationships in China, he has
developed strong ties within the Chinese and Chinese American communities in Los Angeles.
 
Becker’s approach to practicing law is highly personal. He believes clients facing life-changing
circumstances deserve direct access to their attorney, clear communication and an understanding of what
is happening at every stage of their case. He works to cut through legal jargon, identify the heart of the
problem, establish a clear strategy and remain personally engaged from the first conversation through
resolution.
 
That philosophy is particularly important in mass tort and disaster litigation, where thousands of individual
experiences can become part of a single legal proceeding. Becker believes effective representation
requires never losing sight of the people behind those numbers, listening to those affected, understanding
the impact on their families and communities, and helping them make informed decisions about what
comes next.
 
For clients and communities facing complex, high-impact litigation, Becker brings nearly four decades of
courtroom and mass tort experience together with a hands-on approach built around integrity,
accessibility and disciplined advocacy. His goal is not simply to pursue a legal claim, but to serve as a
trusted advocate as clients work to recover, rebuild and move forward.

BUSINESS LEADERSHIP AWARD

Todd B.  Becker
Senior Trial  Attorney
Award presented by:  Honorable Sasha Renée Pérez,  25th Senate 



COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AWARD

Steve Gibson began on the governing board of the Pasadena Area Community College District in
July 2022. He represents Area 3 which includes Northwest Pasadena and part of southwest
Altadena. PCC Northwest is located in Area 3 on the campus of John Muir High School.

Gibson has worked for nonprofit and political organizations throughout his career. He was the
Los Angeles Area Program Director of American Friends Service Committee, formerly
headquartered in Pasadena. He was a Healthcare Organizer for AARP, as well as organizer and
administrator for other organizations.
 
Gibson has traveled nationally and internationally giving talks and presentations on Bayesian
statistics, number theory, computer science, ethnic conflict, and media communications. He has
published more than 20 books, some translated into Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese.

Gibson has been a community organizer, having been trained by United Farm Worker staff. He
has organized and carried out training for ecological campaigns, universal healthcare campaigns,
and community empowerment. He is presently on the board of Progressive Asian Network for
Action, has been a board member for Latinos for America and numerous Democratic clubs and
organizations. He has organized community meetings about health care access,  Black Lives,
climate justice, and housing issues.

Steve Gibson received his AA from Pasadena City College in 2010, a Masters in Communications
from CSUN, and earned his PhD in Education from Northcentral University. His dissertation was
titled, Descriptive and Causal Comparative Examination of Community College Adjunct Faculty:
Job Satisfaction and Efficacy of Reluctant and Enthusiastic Stayers. He has published textbooks,
including Impact of Communication and the Media on Ethnic Conflict. He lives in Altadena with
his spouse.

Steve Gibson
Board of Trustees
Pasadena City College
Award presented by:  Assemblymember Mike Fong,  CA 49  Districtt h



CORPORATE LEADERSHIP AWARD

Kaiser Permanente is committed to helping shape the future of health care. We are recognized as
one of America’s leading health care providers and not-for-profit health plans. Founded in 1945,
Kaiser Permanente has a mission to provide high-quality, affordable health care services and to
improve the health of our members and the communities we serve. We currently serve 12.6
million members in 8 states and the District of Columbia. Care for members and patients is
focused on their total health and guided by their personal Permanente Medical Group
physicians, specialists, and team of caregivers. Our expert and caring medical teams are
empowered and supported by industry-leading technology advances and tools for health
promotion, disease prevention, state-of-the-art care delivery, and world-class chronic disease
management. Kaiser Permanente is dedicated to care innovations, clinical research, health
education, and the support of community health. 

Award presented by:  Assemblymember Mike Fong,  CA 49  Districtt h



Frank Shyong is a freelance writer and the author of the Lunch Box newsletter on Substack. He
was a reporter for the Los Angeles Times covering the San Gabriel Valley for more than 12 years.
He also created and hosted the podcast "Asian Enough" and became the paper's first Asian
American news columnist. A story he wrote was adapted into the 2026 film "Rosemead."  

CULTURAL ICON AWARD

Frank Shyong
Columnist,  Crit ic,  and Host
Award presented by:  Mike Eng,  former member of the CA State Assembly



Gigi Yam (任霜霜) is a TV personality and Event MC in Los Angeles. She hosts several shows on
Chinese broadcasting television station SkyLink TV. Gigi started her career as a model and show
host with TVB and AM1430.  Besides working on TV and events, Gigi enjoys her time doing
volunteer work. She is the Vice President of Morning Light Foundation and President for the Hong
Kong School Alumni Federation, both educational foundations helping scholars with financial
need.   

Gigi also hosts for many international and community organizations throughout California as well
as politicians’ fundraising events. Gigi is a strong supporter for many charitable organizations
and hosts many of their events including the Chinese American Museum, Chinese Parents
Association for the Disabled and Chinese Christian Herald Crusades annually. Gigi has been a
supporter and volunteer MC for AYC’s gala’s and other fundraising events for more than 10 years
and we deeply appreciate her time, support, and friendship!  

MISTRESS & MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Gigi  Yam
TV personality and Event MC

Sky Liam attended the University of Southern California where he studied Theatre and Chinese
language while captaining both the Tae Kwon Do and Wushu martial arts teams. After graduation
he moved to Beijing, China on a full scholarship to the Capital Institute of Physical Education.
His athletic achievements include Gold Medal at the Shaolin Temple Cultural Festival and Grand
Champion at the Long Beach International Karate Championships. He can be seen on shows
such as The Bold and the Beautiful and the upcoming Baywatch revival. Sky grew up in Portland,
Oregon and resides in Los Angeles.

Sky Patterson
Actor

YOUTH SPEAKER

Veronica Deras is a current 11th grade student at Alhambra High School. She has been a
participant of Asian Youth Center (AYC) since 2024 through the Alhambra High School Dream
Center, where she has been supported by staff members Mr. Bryan Kim, Ms. Christine Lee, and
Mr. Michael Sanders.

Veronica Deras
Alhambra Highschool Student



Glow Dance & Fitness is a dynamic dance studio where movement meets joy. Offering a wide
range of classes including Ballroom, Latin, Zumba, K-pop, Hip-hop, Jazz, Chinese dance, and
Ballet, Glow Dance & Fitness brings energy, confidence, and fun to every class.

With passionate instructors who work great with kids (ages 3+), adults, and seniors, the studio
offers private lessons, small group sessions, and open group classes to fit every goal and
lifestyle. Glow Dance & Fitness has two convenient locations in San Marino and Monterey Park.

Glow Dance & Fitness is led by Director Ning Hu, a professional instructor with 21 years of
teaching experience and over 10 years of judging experience in competitions. Specializing in
Ballroom, Latin, Hip-hop, and K-pop dance for students ages 3 and up, Ning has built 8 dance
studios and taught over 2,000 students over the past 20 years.

ENTERTAINMENT

For immigrant and under-resourced families in Los Angeles, invisibility isn't a condition — it's a
strategy. Keep your head down. Don't draw attention. Do the right thing and maybe, eventually,
you'll be accepted. Kids in these families absorb that philosophy. They code-switch before they
can name it. They shrink in rooms where they don't see themselves. They grow up in the
storytelling capital of the world — and rarely see anyone who looks like them holding the
camera. AYC SEEN Festival is about changing that. Not by telling these kids they matter. By
proving it — with a camera and a public stage to tell their stories. 

AYC Scene to Seen

Ning Hu
Glow Dance Studio



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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Ecobat
Pasadena City College

Preferred Bank 
Southern California Edison

 
Silver Sponsors 

IW Group
South Central Prevention

Coalition

Bronze Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors

Kaas Settlement Consulting 
Michelle Freridge 

OneLegacy 
Pacific Plaza Premier 

Peter C. Chi Medical Corporation 
Ricky Choi 

Rose Hills Memorial Park & Mortuary 
Southern California Gas 

Steve Maekawa 
TL Technology 

Transtech Engineering
Yang Law Offices 

Alexandre Law Firm & Associates
Alhambra Unified School District 

Alice Shyu 
America First National Bank

Dr. Tim Wong DDS
Florence Lin 

GE Properties 
Gingi 

Happy Buddha Kitchen 
Hon. Bob & Diane Gin 

Hon. Hilda Solis 
Horizon Travel 

Judy Hsieh 



THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
AND SILENT AUCTION DONORS

Peju Napa Valley
Petersen Automotive Museum

Philharmonic Society of Orange County
Pie N' Burger

Rachel Lee
Red Jeep Tours
Roclord Studio

San Gabriel Mission Playhouse
Santa Ana Zoo

Santa Anita Park
Sharp Seating Company

Shin-Sen-Gumi Restaurant Group
Skirball Cultural Center

Spirit Cruises
Street Food Cinema

Tanaka Farms
The Arboretum

The Children's Museum at La Habra
The Huntington

The Huntington, Boston
The Queen Mary
Theirault Family

Total Wine & More
Trader Joe's

Universal Studios Hollywood
Urban Air Adventure Park

Urban Plates
Verde Canyon Railroad

VJB Cellars
Wanderlust Tours
Wellington Cellars
Wheel Fun Rental
Wheel of Fortune

Will Geer Theatricum Botanicum
Winnie Chan Wang

Andy Cheng
Aquarium of the Pacific

Aquarius and Edgewater Casino Resorts
Battleship USS IOWA Museum

BeOne Medicine
Boston Court Pasadena

Bradford Portraits
Carol Lee
Chipotle

City Cruises
Clif Family Winery & Farm

Coco Moon Hawaii
Costco Wholesale
Descanso Gardens

Emerald Isle Golf Course
Emily Wang

Gallery Nucleus
Gil Cates Theater

Gingi
Granville

In-n-Out Burger
Jeremy Lin Foundation

Kenny Chung
Kiwanis Club of Monterey Park

Long Beach Playhouse
Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA)

Michelle Freridge
Mingei International Museum

New West Symphony
Newport Landing

Norton Simon Museum
Pacific Park on the Santa Monica Pier

Pacific Symphony
Pasadena Ice Skating Center

Pasadena Playhouse



Supporting the Asian Youth Center empowers low-income,
immigrant, and at-risk youth in Los Angeles County to overcome
barriers to success through culturally and linguistically
competent education, employment, and social services.

Visit cathaybankfoundation.org
or scan the QR code to learn more:





Kaiser Permanente is a proud supporter
of the Asian Youth Center 37th
Anniversary Celebration and Awards
Dinner. 
We continuously strive to help improve
the conditions for health and equity in
our communities. 
A Better Idea for Health Care.

Learn more at about.kp.org









LEASING · SALES · MANAGEMENT · DEVELOPMENT 

626-458-9000
 407WValleyBoulevard,Suite4, Alhambra,CA91803

Stephen Chan
DRE# 00676562

Raymond Ho
DRE# 01868322



pasadena.edu

Congratulations to the
Asian Youth Center

for 37 years of service 
to our community.





TOGETHER, WE HAVE THE POWER TO

KEEP THE FUTURE BRIGHT
We are proud to sponsor the Asian Youth Center 

37th Anniversary Celebration & Awards Dinner

CONGRATULATIONS TO TONIGHT’S HONOREES.















September 18, 2026 

 
Member of Congress, 28  Districtth

 

Asian Youth Center 
100 West Clary Avenue 
San Gabriel, CA 91776 

Dear Friends, 

I am pleased to extend a warm welcome to everyone gathered for the 37  th

Anniversary of the Asian Youth Center and to all those being honored 
today. 

Since its founding in 1989, the Asian Youth Center has been a vital partner in providing social
services and addressing the health needs of Asian youth in the San Gabriel Valley. Through
essential programs for at-risk youth, such as educational support and emergency food assistance
for youth and their families, the Center has continued to grow, serving our diverse and vibrant
community with compassion and dedication. As one of AYC’s founding members, I take great
pride in the organization’s steadfast commitment to equipping young people and their families
with programs tailored to their needs. This work is critical to ensuring that future generations
thrive in an environment that fosters health, opportunity, and success. 

I also commend this year's honorees, Hon. Sasha Perez and Frank Shyong, along with Becker Law
Group, Pasadena City College, and Kaiser Permanente, for their contributions in advancing AYC's
mission. To both AYC and the honorees, I am deeply grateful for your passion and dedication to
improving our communities. It is an honor to recognize your efforts in strengthening the San
Gabriel Valley family. 

On behalf of the United States House of Representatives and the people of the 28  Congressional
District, I extend my sincere gratitude to the Asian Youth Center for thirty-seven years of service
and offer my best wishes for your continued success. 

th

Sincerely, 

JUDY CHU, Ph.D.



ROB BONTA
Attorney General 

September 18, 2026 

Dear Friends: 

On behalf of the California Department of Justice, I am honored to congratulate the Asian 
Youth Center (AYC) on your 37th anniversary. 

For nearly four decades, AYC has been a trusted partner to Asian communities across 
Los Angeles County. Whether supporting a young person as they plan for their future,
connecting an immigrant family to resources in their own language, or bringing people together
to stand against hate, AYC has remained rooted in the needs of the communities it serves. That
legacy is worth celebrating—and so are the people who have made it possible. The services you
have and continue to provide have made a world of difference for so many families and children.
I commend you for all of your work and your dedication. 

Congratulations to tonight’s honorees who are being recognized for their commitment to 
service and for representing AYC’s core values. Please accept my well wishes for a wonderful
event and continued success in the years to come. 

Sincerely, 



September 18, 2026

Dear Friends, 

I am honored to join you for the Asian Youth Center (AYC) 37th Anniversary & Awards 
Ceremony in the City of Montebello! 

For more than three decades, AYC has championed health services and youth services by 
supporting those ages 6-18 in the San Gabriel Valley. This milestone stands as a testament 
to AYC’s profound impact on the San Gabriel Valley, highlighting the incredible board 
members and volunteers who have dedicated their time and resources to empower low-
income, immigrant, and at-risk youth. Through active volunteerism, its members have 
consistently uplifted and supported education, employment, and social services across the 
community.

Tonight, we proudly celebrate and commend Asian Youth Center and its volunteers for 
their vital contributions. I am deeply grateful for their unwavering commitment to serving 
others, and I extend my sincere congratulations on another successful and inspiring year.  

Sincerely,

Sasha Renée Pérez 
State Senator, District 25 





Sincerely, 

September 18, 2026 

Mike Fong
Assemblymember,49  District th

Dear Friends, 

Congratulations to the Asian Youth Center for hosting
your 37  Anniversary Ceremony and Awards Dinner! th

For 37 years, the Asian Youth Center has dedicated itself 
to serving the San Gabriel Valley community, particularly 
low-income, immigrant families, youth, and seniors. 
From the Emergency Food Program to free training for 
community health workers, to Stop the Hate programs 
and senior outreach, Asian Youth Center has done 
tremendous work to improve lives and make a positive impact. I applaud your dedication and
diligent work throughout the years. 

At this year’s anniversary, Asian Youth Center also celebrates and recognizes the leaders,
pioneers, and organizations who have made great contributions and supported the critical work
you do each day. I want to congratulate all the honorees: Hon. Sasha Renée Pérez, Becker Law
Group, Pasadena City College, Kaiser Permanent, and Frank Shyong for all your phenomenal
work and dedication. 

On behalf of the California State Assembly’s 49  District, I am honored to celebrate the 37
Anniversary for Asian Youth Center. I offer my sincerest congratulations and best wishes for
your continued success. 

th th










